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Chapter Thirteen 
 

Shophet: Judge  
(sho-PHAIT) 

“For the LORD is our judge, the LORD is our lawgiver,  

the LORD is our king; it is He who will save us.”   

Isaiah 33:22 

ef 

DAY ONE:  THE JUDGE OF ALL THE EARTH 

In Hebrew, the word shophet holds a broader meaning than our English 
word “judge” would suggest. Implied within shophet is the idea of “ruler” 
or “king.” What we know to be the three basic functions of government – 
judicial, executive, and legislative – are encompassed in this one word. This 
is why some of the Old Testament leaders like Samuel, Samson, and others 
were called judges. They acted as rulers with God-given authority to 
govern the people of Israel. Often this involved arbitrating and executing 
judgment. Abraham was the first to use the word shophet in reference to 
God. Read the story in Genesis 18:20-33. What was God’s issue with Sodom 
and Gomorrah and how did it come to His attention?  
 
 
 
This is not the first time such a cry went up. What does Genesis 4:10 tell us?  
 
 
 
 
What might it suggest about our God that He heard this cry? What does 
the LORD tell Abraham He is going to do in Genesis 18:21? 
 
 
 
 
Charles Ryrie, in The Ryrie Study Bible, says:  
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“Of course the omniscient God was fully aware of what was  

happening in Sodom, but His justice moved Him to demonstrate  

that He was in full possession of the facts.”1 

Apparently, God didn’t want to be accused of acting without cause or 
rushing to judgment. And although He hadn’t yet said anything about 
torching Sodom and Gomorrah, Abraham correctly assumed the worst was 
imminent for the cities. He knew their sins were serious. Other places in 
Scripture tell us their transgressions ranged from pride to ignoring the 
needs of the poor to sexual immorality and perversion. Abraham seemed 
anxious to avert a total destruction of the cities.  
Why might that be? See Genesis 13:12 for help. 
 
 
 
 
 
What was Abraham’s first suggestion? 
 
 
 
 
 
On what was his argument for mercy built? 
 
 
 
 
 
Either Abraham knew his Master’s character well or he was playing a 
hunch. How did Abraham address God in verse 25? 
 
 
 
 
 
Like a seasoned negotiator, Abraham secures the agreement of the Shophet 
of all the earth to spare the cities should ten righteous people be found in 
them. What does this agreement reveal about God? 
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The rest of the story is tragic. The cities were destroyed because not even 
ten righteous people were found in them. Technically one man, Lot, and 
his family were saved, but Genesis 19:29 reveals that he was spared due 
to his connection with Abraham, not because he was righteous.  
 
When studying this story, we might be tempted to focus on God’s 
judgment on the cities, or the grievous sin that led to the judgment, or 
Lot’s numerous personal problems. But if we set all that aside, what can 
be drawn out of this tale with regard to God’s nature? 
 
 
 
 
 
Abraham nailed it when he declared that the Judge of all the earth would 
do right and would not sweep away the righteous with the wicked. God, 
though just, is predisposed to show mercy and what we truly see in this 
story is His judgment accommodating His mercy. The grievous sin of 
Sodom and Gomorrah had to be dealt with and as there were not ten 
righteous found, the cities were destroyed. But Genesis 15:6 tells us 
Abraham was righteous and based on Abraham’s righteousness, Lot and 
his family were spared.  
 
Righteousness is one of those funny terms very often misunderstood. A 
good working definition of righteousness is to be in right standing with 
God. This is clearly not a position we could ever earn or achieve by our 
own merit. It is also not something we maintain by careful living. God 
bestows it upon us through faith in Christ Jesus. As Paul explains in 2 
Corinthians 5:21, we are given the righteousness of Jesus in exchange for 
our sin and thus we escape the judgment we deserve. That said, can we 
see something of a salvation picture in God’s dealings with Sodom, 
Gomorrah, Abraham, and Lot? If so, explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Shophet:  Judge 
 

Lot was not the only one to escape the judgment he surely deserved on the 
basis of someone else’s righteousness. If we glean anything from this story 
of grievous sin and condemnation, let it be that the Shophet of all the earth 
is first a God of mercy.  
 
 
 

ef 

DAY TWO:  BEFORE THE THRONE 

Sometimes the analogy of a courtroom is used to frame the graveness of 
our spiritual situation before we come to Christ. God is at the bench and 
we are called to stand before the bar. When we plead guilty and appeal to 
the blood of Jesus, we are judged on the basis of His merit and thus we are 
not condemned to pay eternally for our sin. Taking His righteousness in 
exchange for our iniquity, we are declared to be in right standing with God. 
But this is not the last we see of the courtroom. Though we now stand 
acquitted, a certain someone just can’t let it go.  
Read Revelation 12:7-10. Who are the characters here?  
 
 
 
 
In this passage, a window is opened for us and we get a glimpse of the 
future. In the margin, list all the names given for the evil one in this 
passage. As you will note, he has quite a few aliases. 
 
As this future war in heaven has yet to occur, how is Satan currently 
occupying his time? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interestingly enough, all the aliases not withstanding, the name Satan 
means “accuser.” How appropriate. So in the here and now of our lives, 
Revelation shows us that the enemy of our souls is on a two-fold mission: 
leading the world astray and accusing us before God night and day. It’s 
as if he keeps dredging up our past with God, reminding Him of all we 
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do to deserve condemnation. He’s pointing the finger and calling us 
guilty when we have already thrown ourselves upon the mercy of the 
court and been pardoned. 
 
We find something of this going on in Job 1:6-9. Read this passage and 
note God’s opinion of Job. 
 
 
 
 
 
Though God is pleased with His servant Job, the prince of darkness slyly 
seeks to question that good opinion. His attack is laced with compliments for 
the Almighty, though perhaps backhanded. Of what does Satan accuse Job?  
 
 
 
 
 
Think through this fascinating scene for a minute. Although Job is alleged 
to be a fair weather fan of his God, who might Satan really be seeking to 
wound by his accusation? 
 
 
 
 
Doesn’t it seem as though the ancient serpent is aiming his barb at the heart 
of God? Though he is openly attacking Job, what he is really suggesting is 
this: Job only fears You because You protect him. He only loves You because You 
have been good to him. What audacity! Though he will attempt to take Job 
down in the process, it seems the evil one really wants to prove the Shophet 
of all the earth is a bad judge of character. Clearly Satan and God have 
unfinished business. Although God will finish it once and for all (and we 
will have a front row seat when He does), until then the dragon is busy 
stirring up strife in both the heavenlies and on earth.  
 
How does Satan predict Job will act if God removes His blessing from his 
life? 
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As the story plays out we learn that Job, though he questioned God, 
never dared to curse God to His face though he was counseled to do that 
very thing by his wife! Job remained the man God had declared him to 
be: upright and serving Him wholeheartedly. Would God have allowed 
Satan to wreak havoc in Job’s life if He had thought for a minute that 
Job’s faith would not withstand it? Mull that question over and record 
your thoughts in your journal. 
 
The devil does not discriminate. He takes any and every opportunity to 
discredit us and even God Himself to His face! He’s been spinning the 
same yarn in different colors since the Garden of Eden. Let’s peek in on 
another courtroom scene. The prophet Zechariah had a vision involving a 
man named Joshua. This Joshua is not to be confused with the Joshua 
who conquered the Promised Land as this is much later in Israel’s history. 
Read about the vision in Zechariah 3:1-9. Picture the scene in your mind. 
Joshua and Satan stand before the LORD. What is Satan’s purpose there? 
 
 
 
 
 
We are not told what Joshua is accused of, but how does Yahweh respond 
to the accuser? How was Joshua dressed when this vision began and how 
was he dressed when it was over? What happened in between? 
 
 
 
 
 
The accuser was rebuked and the sin was taken away. Satan had no case 
against Joshua because the LORD had snatched Joshua from the fire and 
exchanged his filthy rags for rich garments of righteousness. Yahweh goes 
on to explain that this was a symbolic picture of what was to come. He 
announced that He would bring a servant who would …remove the sin of 
this land in a single day.” Revelation 5:6 gives us a clue as to just who that 
servant is. Where is he standing and how does he look? 
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On the throne of the Judge of all the earth, the Lamb stands awaiting 
Satan’s next accusation. When the accuser drags us before the Shophet and 
we can’t speak for ourselves, the marks of the Lamb’s death speak for us. 
What does Hebrews 4:16 promise is waiting for us at the throne?  
 
 
 
 
 
Although we have worn the filthy rags, when the Lamb answers for us at 
the throne of grace our rags are exchanged for rich garments of 
righteousness. We won’t receive what we deserve but instead 
mercy…mercy…for our Shophet delights to bestow it. 
 
 
 

ef 

DAY THREE:  JUDGMENT DAY 

The idea of a spiritual day of reckoning is something that honestly 
confounds many of us. Though it could be said that Scripture often seems 
less than crystal clear on the subject, we’re going to dive in anyway. If 
there is to be judgment, there must a judge, so let’s start there. Who are 
we told will judge mankind in John 5:22-27? 
 
 
 
 
Why, according to verse 27, was Jesus given the authority to judge? 
 
 
 
 
This title has always been a little nebulous. Have you ever wondered why 
Jesus didn’t just call Himself the Son of God and eliminate all confusion? 
It must have seemed obvious to His followers that Jesus was a man; it 
was the God part of His nature that wasn’t as clear. But by using the title 
Son of Man to refer to Himself, Jesus was continually referencing His 
humanity. He was proclaiming Himself, in essence, to be the second 
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Adam Paul speaks of in Romans 5. The first Adam brought death to all, 
the second brought life. What does Hebrews 2:14-15 and Hebrews 4:14-15 
tell us specifically about Jesus’ humanity? 
 
 
 
 
How then, is Jesus qualified to be our Judge? 
 
 
 
 
Jesus took on our likeness in all ways and experienced all manner of 
temptation, yet without sin. Scripture tells us the Son of the Most High 
God, Jesus of Nazareth, will preside over our judgment. But let’s hear 
from the Judge Himself on the matter of judgment and condemnation in 
John 3:16-18. Break it out into the bad news and the good news. 

 Bad News   Good News 
 
 
 
 
The bad news, of course, is that those who do not believe in the name of 
Jesus, God’s one and only Son, are already condemned. Judgment has 
been rendered on their unbelief and if they remain in unbelief until death, 
the Judge on the great white throne will have no choice but to sentence 
them to a second death. Read Revelation 20:11-15 for a glimpse of this 
future courtroom scene. Who is standing before the throne?  
 
 
 
Intriguingly, it’s not absolutely clear if this is all the dead or just the 
condemned. First Thessalonians 4:16 states that the dead in Christ rise 
first and are caught up in the clouds to meet our Lord. Perhaps they are 
thus the first to arrive at the great white throne. Regardless, what evidence 
will be brought before the court and examined on behalf of the dead? 
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John, the author of Revelation, tells us there are books and then there is the 
book of life. This is an important distinction. Setting aside the book of life 
for a minute, what might be recorded in the other books? 
 
It appears that there might be some sort of angelic cross-referencing going 
on here. No matter all the good done that might be recorded in the books 
when each person is called to account, if their name is not cross-referenced 
with the book of life, what judgment does Revelation 20:15 tell us is 
pronounced?  
 
 
 
 
That’s the bad news. The good news is for those whose names are found in 
the book of life. Considering Revelation 11:13, all that was written of them in 
the other books will be examined and they will be judged accordingly. But let’s 
do a little cross-referencing of our own. Jesus mentions this event in Matthew 
16:27 when He says, “…the Son of Man will come…and then He will reward each 
person according to what he has done.” Look at 2 Corinthians 5:10. How does 
Paul confirm this? 
 
 
 
 
Apparently Paul kept this thought in sharp focus. Read 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 
carefully. What will test the quality of each man’s work? 
 
 
 
 
Paul expanded the idea of a list of what we have done into the whole life we 
have lived. He warns us to be careful because as Believers, the foundation 
upon which we build our lives is Jesus, but where we go from there will 
be accounted for at the judgment seat of Christ. If we build our lives 
around the here and now, our work will not survive the test in the end. All 
we have built will count for nothing before Christ. Paul speaks 
metaphorically of gold, silver, wood, hay and straw. How does that 
translate to us today? What are some of the trappings of this life that will 
not withstand the test in the end?  
 
 



Shophet:  Judge 
 

Paul ensures us that if Christ is our foundation, our souls are saved even if 
our work burns up and our reward lost. As believers in Jesus, our sentence 
of condemnation was reversed and our salvation is secure because our 
names are written in His book of life. But what a shame should we stand 
before our Shophet with a saved soul but a wasted life. Instead, we should 
work, while we still have time, focusing on what will last in eternity. Really, 
our relationships are the only thing we can take to heaven with us. Let’s 
invest and build carefully in the lives of those around us, making it our life’s 
work to present to our Adonai and Shophet a good eternal return on His 
investment in us. 
 
 

ef 

DAY FOUR:  JOURNAL PSALM 9  

Aren’t you constantly amazed by the fact that all of God’s attributes and 
names work in complete harmony? His wrath exists in the framework of 
His grace. His holiness works hand in hand with His lovingkindness. His 
judgment acts in complete harmony with his mercy and love. This perfect 
balance of character is reflected in Psalm 9 as God is identified not only as a 
God of justice and judgment, but also a God forgiveness and hope. Read 
Psalm 9 in its entirety. 
 
In verses 1 and 2 David makes four “I will” statements. Record these 
statements in your journal. After you make note of David’s declarations, 
follow his lead and do them. Give thanks. Tell of God’s wonders. Rejoice in 
Him. Sing praises to His name. Spend as much time on these activities as 
you can. Use your journal as you join David in responding to God’s 
character.  
 
Beginning in verse 3 David expresses his confidence in the fact that God 
will be his defense. God will judge His enemies and will reign over them. 
If there is an area of your life where you are feeling persecuted spend a 
few minutes giving this situation over to God’s control and justice. He 
will be your defense. 
 
After giving control over to God, David emphasizes God’s role as eternal 
Judge and sovereign King. Reread verses 7 through 10. Paraphrase these 
verses in your journal. 
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David declares that a knowledge of God’s name leads to trust. Spend a few 
minutes thinking over the various names of God we have studied so far. 
Allow the knowledge of these names to give you comfort, strength and 
confidence. 
 
One of the reasons God exercises His judgment is to show grace to the 
afflicted (verses 12 and 13). Thank God for the many times He has heard 
your cries and delivered you. 
 
Repeatedly throughout this psalm David calls us to praise. End your time 
praising God as the righteous Judge of all the earth. 
 
 
 

ef 

SMALL GROUP:  DOING LIFE TOGETHER 

With each chapter we have delved deeper into an aspect of God’s 
character by examining His names. Hopefully, we are not just growing in 
head knowledge, but that our love for our amazing God is growing as 
well. Although we will never fully understand the complex nature of 
God, the pursuit of Him has certainly been worth the effort. This time we 
examined the name Shophet or “Judge.” What comes to your mind when 
you hear the title “Judge of all the earth?” 
 
Abraham first introduces God by this name Shophet in Genesis 18:25 
where Abraham insists that God must execute justice and that God must 
“deal justly” with all mankind. What requests did Abraham make of God 
in Genesis 18:16-33? How did God respond to Abraham’s requests?  
 
What does God’s response tell you about Him? 
 
This week we learned Lot wasn’t spared because of his own 
righteousness but he was spared because Abraham’s righteousness was 
applied to him. How does this mirror our own salvation? 
 
In this chapter we learned Satan’s tactics when we studied Revelation 12:7-10 
where we are told he makes accusations against us. We also saw an example of 
these accusations in Job 1:6-9. What were the accusations made against Job and 
against God? How did God respond to these accusations? 
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We also read Zechariah 3:1-9 where a High Priest named Joshua was 
accused by Satan. Read these verses and discuss God’s response to 
Satan’s accusations in verses 4 through 6. 
 
Satan tries to accuse us before God. However, because God has judged us 
not according to our own righteousness but according to the 
righteousness of Christ, we are met with God’s grace instead of His 
wrath. Read Hebrews 4:16 and comment on what it means to “receive 
mercy and find grace” when we approach God’s throne. 
 
The Bible tells us Jesus will one day judge the entire earth. We escape the 
Great White Throne Judgment referenced in Revelation 20:11-15 if our 
names are found in the Book of Life. Try to explain how it feels to escape 
the judgment you deserve because Jesus took the punishment for your 
sins. 
 
We won’t be judged for our sin because our sin has been forgiven 
through the blood of Christ. However, in 1 Corinthians 3:11-15 and 2 
Corinthians 5:10 the Bible talks about our works being judged, not to 
determine our righteousness but to determine our reward in heaven. In 
what ways can we prepare for this judgment? 

“…The court was seated, and the books were opened…”  

– Daniel 7:11



 
 

Sources 
ef 

Arthur, Kay. Lord, I Want to Know You. Colorado Springs, CO: Waterbrook, 1992, 
2000. 
Blue Letter Bible. The Names of God in the Old Testament. www.blueletterbible.org, 
April 2002, July 2004 
Brooks, E.E. El-ELYON…The Most High God. www.kingdomlife.com. 
Dolphin, Lambert. The Names of God. www.ldolphin.org/Names.html, 2000.   
Humpal, Dave. Feed My Sheep. www.hurtingchristian.org, 1997. 
Julien, Sarah. Coming Home: Adoption in Ephesians and Galatians. www.quodlibet.net, 
July 2003. 
Keathley, J. Hampton, III. The Names of God. www.bible.org/article/names-god.  
Keller, Phillip. A Shepherd Looks at Psalm 23. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1970. 
Lang, Bernhard. The Bible Study: From Adonai to Yahweh. 
www.bibletopics.com/biblestudy/154.htm.  
Lockyer, Herbert. All the Divine Names and Titles in the Bible. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1975. 
MacLeod, David J. You Shall Call His Name Jesus.  
Paulk, DiAnna. I AM That I AM: El Elyon: Adonai: Yahweh; El Roi, El Bethel, El Olam 
& El Berith. www.path-light.com, 2002. 
Powers, Donna & Powers, Wayne. The Italian Job. USA: May 2003. 
Rich, Tracey R. Judaism 101: The Name of God. www.jewfaq.org, 1996-1999. 
Richards, Larry. Every Name of God in the Bible. Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson, 
2001. 
Rudd, Steve. Jesus Echoes the "I AM" statements of Jehovah in the Gospel of John! 
www.bible.ca 
Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. The Ryrie Study Bible New International Version. Chicago, 
IL: Moody Bible Press, 1986 
Smith, Malcolm. The Lost Secret of the New Covenant. Tulsa, OK: Harrison House, Inc., 
2002. 
Spangler, Ann. Praying the Names of God. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2004. 
Stone, Nathan. Names of God. Chicago, IL: Moody Press, 1944. 
Towns, Elmer L. My Father’s Names. Ventura, CA: Regal, 1991. 
Vine, W.E. Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. Nashville, TN: 
Thomas Nelson, 1873-1949. 
Wiersbe, Warren W., ed. Classic Sermons on the Names of God. Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel, 
1993. 



Shophet:  Judge 
 

Wikipedia. Inattentional Blindness. www.en.wikipedia.org/Inattentional_blindness. 
November, 2010.  
Wikipedia. Jewish Views on Marriage. 
www.en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_views_on_marriage, February 2011.  
Wikipedia. Shalom, www.en.wikpedia.org/wiki/Shalom, March 2011. 
www.jehova.net/jehova1.htm.  
Zodhiates, Spiros, ed. The Complete Word Study Dictionary: New Testament. USA: 
AMG International, Inc., 1992, 1993. 
Zondervan NASB Exhaustive Concordance. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2000. 



 
 

Notes 
ef 

 
1 Ryrie, Charles Caldwell. The Ryrie Study Bible New International Version. Chicago, 
IL: Moody Bible Press, 1986, p. 31. 


