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A Note From the Authors 
ef 

“…My people will know my name…”  

Isaiah 52:6 

To Know Him By Name is a result of an honest desire to know our God better, 

who He really is, and how He works in our lives. It is our hope and prayer 

that through this study your understanding of your Maker, your Savior, and 

your King will expand beyond its current boundaries and you will develop a 

deeper level of intimacy with the Lover of your soul. He is, you will find, an 

incredibly complex personality with emotions, plans, and a longing to be 

loved by His people. This book is far from exhaustive; in fact, we admittedly 

have barely scratched the surface. Some of the names of God traditionally 

presented in such a study have been omitted, while others more obscure 

have been explored. Regardless, we have found that as our knowledge of 

Him is diligently cultivated through study, our love for Him flourishes and 

our desire to serve Him overflows from a grateful heart. Get to know Him 

better…you won’t regret it! 

In His Name, 

Janet & Kristin  

 



 

 

How to Use This Study 
ef 

To Know Him By Name is a study for both individual and small group use. 

Based largely in the Old Testament, it is rooted in much Biblical history. 

Woven throughout, however, is practical application pulled from the 

pages of the New Testament and the words of Jesus Himself. Each 

chapter of study is divided into five sections. The first three are designed 

as a day’s worth of personal study to introduce a particular name of God 

and exploring the context in which the name was revealed. This 

encourages digging into the spiritual principles found in the revelation of 

each name, some often hiding in plain sight. The fourth day of study links 

the name studied in that chapter to a particular psalm. Taking the time to 

journal through a psalm is well worth the effort and will hopefully 

provoke meditation and reflection with thoughts and prayers recorded in 

a separate journal. The intention of time spent journaling through a psalm 

is to be immersed in a time of praise and worship centered on the 

character of our God. Finally, the last section of each chapter is a set of 

small group questions that recap the week of homework, hitting the 



highlights and encouraging discussion. These questions can be answered 

ahead of time or be explored together in a small group format. However 

you choose to use this study, may you be blessed and enriched as you 

seek to know your God better!



 

El Roi: God Sees  
(EL raw-EE) 

“His eyes are on the ways of men; he sees their every step.”  

 Job 34:21 

ef 

DAY ONE:  HE SEES 

While we find some of God’s names used over and over in Scripture, 
others prove more obscure. El Roi is just such a name. It is only formally 
used once, but what it demonstrates about our God and His character can 
be found all over His Word. The name El Roi is revealed to us in Genesis 
16.  
 
In Genesis 15:6, God had promised Abram he would father a son. And 
“Abram believed the LORD.” It’s not clear if Sarai knew anything about God’s 
promise to Abram in Genesis 15, but in the next chapter she is determined 
to fix the problem of her barrenness. From Genesis 16:1-2, how did she go 
about doing this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The practice of building a family through a maidservant was not 
uncommon in Bible times, and it was generally accepted that any 
offspring born to Hagar and Abram would legally be Sarai’s child. Read 
verses 3-4 and note briefly how the plan played out. 
 
 
 
 
Have you ever manipulated a situation, achieved the desired result, and 
then, like Sarai, felt completely dissatisfied? When this occurs, sometimes 
our tendency is to shift the blame for our circumstances to someone else. 



 
 

According to Sarai, who was at fault for this mess? 
 
 
 
 
We don’t know exactly what went on between Sarai and Hagar but we 
can certainly imagine it wasn’t pretty. And Abram’s solution didn’t 
exactly promote household harmony. How did he resolve the situation 
according to Genesis 16:6? What did Sarai do? Hagar was probably being 
beaten and at the very least being verbally abused. Put yourself in her 
shoes for a moment. What do you imagine she was feeling? Make some 
notes in the margin. 
 
Though she was not completely innocent, Hagar had been used. She 
chose to run. Little did she know, she wouldn’t get very far before she 
would meet God. Read Genesis 16:7-15. Where was she when the Angel 
of the LORD found her? 
 
 
 
 
How did He address her and what did He ask her? 
 
 
 
 
 
Hagar kept her response short. What did she tell Him?  
 
 
 
 
By not completely answering the question, it sounds as if Hagar didn’t know 
where she’s going. Maybe she didn’t really have a plan. Maybe she just 
knew that anywhere would be better than where she had been. Have you 
ever felt like that? If so, what were the circumstances? 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Hagar may have withheld information from God, but He was not in the 
dark about her situation. List what He knew about her present 
circumstances and her future. 

 Present:    Future:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
After God made Hagar a pretty significant promise, what name did she 
give Him and why? 
 
 
 
 
 
God saw Hagar there in the desert, attempting to run away from her 
problems. Nothing was hidden from Him, not her unborn child, and not her 
future. El Roi sees us as well. He sees our situation in its entirety. Nothing 
escapes His notice. What do the following verses tell us about what God 
sees? 

Psalm 33:13-15  
 
 
 
 
Proverbs 15:3  
 
 
 
 
Matthew 6:3-4  
 
 
 
 
Hebrews 4:13  
 



 
 

Read Psalm 121 and fill in the blanks below: 

“…He who watches over you will not ____________________... (v. 3) 

The LORD watches over ______________... (v. 5) 

…He will watch over your __________________. (v. 7) 

…The LORD will watch over your ___________________  

and __________________ both now and forevermore.” (v. 8) 

El Roi sees it all. It may not seem so at times, but He is keeping watch 
over you. What situation are you struggling with in your life today? 
Journal a prayer and acknowledge El Roi sees your situation. Ask Him to 
help you trust that He is watching over you. 
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DAY TWO:  HE OPENS MY EYES 

Hagar made a profound statement at Beer Lahai Roi, the well of the 
Living One who sees. In Genesis 16:13 she said: 

“I have now seen the One who sees me.” 

El Roi had seen Hagar in the desert and He opened her eyes so she could 
see Him. She saw the One seeing her. Not only did Hagar need to see that 
God saw her, she also needed to see: 

• God knew her situation and her suffering 

• God had specific instructions for her and 

• God had her future worked out. 

El Roi saw all of Hagar’s needs. He knew of her pregnancy and that she had 
been mistreated. He told her to return to her mistress and submit. And He 
declared that her descendants would be too numerous to count. But Hagar’s 
story does not end there. Roughly 15 years later, she has another encounter 



 

with El Roi in the desert of Beersheba. Read Genesis 21:1-18 and briefly 
explain the situation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Circle the words that might describe Hagar’s emotional state.  

 afraid relieved distressed  confidant 

 hopeless optimistic weeping fatalistic 

 
As Hagar sat in the desert waiting to die, something miraculous 
happened. What does verse 19 tell us? 
 
 
 
 
 
Hagar wasn’t the only one to have her eyes opened by God. Read the 
following accounts and note the characters and circumstances 
surrounding God opening the eyes of men. 

Numbers 22:21-31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 Kings 6:15-20 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Luke 24:13-32 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acts 9:1-19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Paul’s temporary blindness served as the perfect analogy for a spiritual 
condition that can only be cured by faith in Jesus. Paul mentions it when 
he recounts his conversion experience to King Agrippa in Acts 26:12-18. 
What did God intend to do through Paul? 
 
 
 
This is the good news of the Gospel in a nutshell: God opening our eyes. 
And when He does this, what things happen according to Acts 26:18: 

Turns us from ______________________ to ______________________. 

Turns us from the power of ________________ to the power of ___________. 

We receive __________________________________ of ______________. 

We receive an _________________________ among those sanctified by ______________. 

But once we’re saved, there’s still more for us to see. Paul tells the 
Ephesians that he prays that the eyes of their hearts would be opened. 
From Ephesians 1:18, what three things does he want them to see? 

1. 

2. 



 

3. 

 
Paul wants what God wants: for us to see Him and in seeing Him to come 
into the light, to experience forgiveness, and to know His hope, His 
riches, and His power. 
 
Make Acts 26:18 a prayer for an unbeliever in your life. Pray that El Roi 
would:  

Open ______________________________’s eyes, turning them from darkness  

to light, from the power of Satan to the power of God  

so that they might receive forgiveness of sin and a place  

among those who have been sanctified by faith in Christ. 
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DAY THREE:  INATTENTIONAL BLINDNESS 

Inattentional blindness, sometimes known as perceptual blindness, is 
the phenomenon of not being able to perceive things that are in plain sight 
because we are focusing our attention on something else. A variation of 
this condition could be called failure of awareness. It’s probably safe to say 
we’ve all experienced this to varying degrees. Case in point: I no longer see 
the crack in my windshield because it’s been there so long. We just stop 
paying attention and thus, we stop seeing. 
 
This condition can be found in our spiritual lives, too. Sometimes we allow 
certain things to go on in our lives for too long unchecked. After a certain 
point, we just stop seeing our bad attitudes, our wrong priorities, our 
unbiblical responses to others, and even our secret sins because we’re 
focused on something else. 
 



 
 

The Pharisees of Jesus’ day were particularly guilty of this. They were 
often so fixated on the traditions of their religion that they were blind to 
how they were failing to fulfill the spirit of God’s Law. Matthew 15:1-9 
offers a good example. What accusation did the Pharisees make against 
Jesus’ disciples? 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus loved to answer questions with questions. What does He ask them in 
response? 
 
 
 
 
 
Ouch. As master rule-makers and rule-keepers, that had to hurt. Jesus 
called them out in no uncertain terms. What did He accuse them of in the 
second half of verse 6? 
 
 
 
 
 
By focusing on their traditions, they had become inattentionally blind to 
what was truly God’s Word. In this case, He wanted them to honor their 
fathers and mothers from their hearts by taking care of them and serving 
them, not by making a donation on their behalf. 
 
Jesus tells a Pharisee in Matthew 22 that the entire Law hangs on two 
command-ments: love God with all your heart, soul, and strength and 
love your neighbor as yourself. Then in Luke 10:29 an “expert” in that 
same Law arrogantly asks Jesus: Well, who’s my neighbor? This is a classic 
case of Pharisee inattentional blindness. Jesus answered him by telling a 
story. Read Luke 10:30-37. How were the religious people in the parable 
inattentionally blind? 
 
 
 
 



 

Look at verses 31 and 32 closely. What happened when the priest and the 
Levite saw the naked, beaten, half-dead man? 
 
 
 
 
 
And what happened when the Samaritan saw him? 
 
 
 
 
 
What was Jesus’ point? 
 
 
 
 
 
The religious leaders saw the naked, beaten, half-dead guy, but they didn’t 
really see him, did they? They were focused on something else. They saw 
trouble. They saw a mess. They saw inconvenience. They saw expense. 
They saw their plans for the day going out the window if they stopped to 
help. They didn’t truly see the man. 
 
It is so easy for us to be guilty of this. What are the things that keep us 
inattentionally blinded to the needs of others?  
 
 
 
 
 
How can we correct this? Be specific. 
 
 
 
 
 
We live in a world full of people who are bloody, bruised and beaten. 
Many times we walk right by them as though we didn’t even see them. 
Sometimes these people are right in front of us but our inattentional 



 
 

blindness causes us to overlook their needs. Can you identify some 
people in your life who need your care and attention? Who are they? 
 
 
 
 
 
What do they need and how can you apply the parable of the Good 
Samaritan to their needs? 
 
 
 
 
 
In Mark 8:22-25, Jesus healed a blind man, but there was something very 
odd about this miracle. What was it? 
 
 
 
 
 
This miracle shows us that sometimes our spiritual sight might come in 
stages. We don’t see it all at first. We might see people, but we don’t see 
them as they really are, as God sees them. He wants nothing more than to 
the finish the miracle in us so that we see everything clearly.  
 
Ask El Roi, the God who sees you, to open your eyes to the needs of those 
around you. Confess any inattentional blindness you have slipped into. 
Ask Him to open your eyes and show you everything clearly. Make it 
your prayer today. 
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DAY FOUR:  JOURNAL PSALM 139 

Read the amazing Psalm 139. Paraphrase verses 1 to 3 in your journal.   
 
Focus on the second part of verse 3: God is “intimately acquainted” with 
all our ways. Spend a few minutes contemplating what it means to be 



 

intimately acquainted with El Roi, the God who sees. 
 
Verse 5 paints a beautiful picture of the security we experience as a 
result of the knowledge of God. David says God’s presence goes before 
him, follows after him and acts as a canopy over him. How does this 
word picture bring you peace? 
 
Record verses 5 and 6 in your journal. David can’t quite wrap his mind 
around the concept that God knows him so intimately and sees him so 
completely. Sit quietly for a minute and allow these thoughts to soak in:  

God knows you. God sees you. God loves you. 
 
In verses 7 to 12 David acknowledges that regardless of his location, 
God sees him. Say a prayer of thanksgiving for the fact that God is with 
you, even when the darkness closes in.   
 
God knew everything about us before we were even conceived.  That 
thought just blows my mind. Read verses 13-18 and journal your 
response to God.  
 
Beginning in verse 19 David’s words appear somewhat harsh. What 
David may be doing in these verses is voicing his allegiance to God. 
David is declaring to God that His enemies are David’s enemies and 
David wants all who blaspheme his God to perish. David ends this 
psalm with words of surrender when he asks God to search him 
completely. With these words David surrenders every thought and 
action to the leading of the Holy Spirit. End your time today by praying 
verses 23 and 24 for yourself. 
 
 
 

ef 
SMALL GROUP:  DOING LIFE TOGETHER 

Hopefully by this point in the study you are beginning to understand that 
our God is literally “indescribable.” His character and attributes are too 
deep and too wide for us to fully comprehend.  But, hasn’t it been 
exciting each week to watch God reveal another aspect of Himself 
through His Word?  
 



 
 

This week we began our study with the story of Hagar. Two times we 
saw Hagar out in the wilderness trying to run from her circumstances. 
Although we can understand Hagar’s desire to escape, we learned 
through her story that our circumstances never escape the notice of God. 
Discuss how you think Hagar might have felt when she realized that God 
saw her in the wilderness and reached out to meet her greatest needs. 
 
Describe a time in your life when you were tempted to run away and 
seek escape. Did God see you? In what ways did God reach out and meet 
your greatest needs? 
 
In the other verses we looked at on Day One (Psalm 33:13-15; Proverbs 
15:3; Matthew 6:3-4; and Hebrews 4:13) we made a list of the specific 
things God sees. Look back on that section of your homework. What did 
you glean from these verses? 
 
In Genesis 21 God opened Hagar’s eyes so she could see His provision for 
her needs. We also read several other passages that described other eye-
opening experience with God. Which one of these stories interested you 
the most and why? 
 
In Ephesians 1, Paul revealed his heart for his spiritual children. Read 
Ephesians 1:18-19 together. In these verses Paul prayed that God would 
open their spiritual eyes so they could fully experience Christ. Spend a 
few minutes discussing Paul’s prayer for his spiritual children.   
 
In this chapter we were introduced to the concept of “inattentional 
blindness.” Discuss some of the things in your physical life that you have 
become desensitized to (like a crack in a car’s windshield.) 
 
Sometimes we are in danger of becoming blind to our own sin and 
weaknesses. What are some ways we can avoid inattentional blindness in 
our spiritual lives? 
 
In Luke 10:30-37 Jesus used the parable of the Good Samaritan to 
illustrate the spiritual blindness of the religious elite. Think back on this 
parable and discuss what the Priest and Levite failed to see.   
 
Instead of seeing the bruised and broken man, they probably saw a 
problem they weren’t willing to help solve. In our homework we were 
encouraged to apply this parable to our own lives. What broken situation 



 

does God want you to see in a new light? How are you going to play the 
role of the Good Samaritan in this situation? 

“[Jesus said] Which of these three do you think was a neighbor  

to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 

The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.”  

Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.”  

– Luke 10:36-37 
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