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Ish: Husband 
 (EESH) 

“For your Maker is your husband – the LORD Almighty  

is his name – the Holy One of Israel is your Redeemer;  

he is called the God of all the earth.”   

Isaiah 54:5 

ef 

DAY ONE:  DEARLY BELOVED… 

…We are gathered together here in the sight of God, and in the face of this congregation, to join 

Hosea and Gomer in holy matrimony. 

It should have been a great day. Marriage for the Jews was a cause for 
joyous celebration. Ignoring for a moment that the wedding benediction 
above bears little if any resemblance to anything we would find in an 
ancient marriage ceremony, it should have been a happy occasion. For 
Gomer and Hosea, the Bible tells it differently.  
 
There are two tales woven together within the book of Hosea: the story of 
Hosea the prophet and his adulterous wife Gomer, and the story of 
YHWH and His unfaithful people Israel. The second was burning within 
the breast of Yahweh and demanded an audience. The Israelites had 
betrayed their God and broken their promises to love, obey, and serve 
Him. God sought to illustrate how deeply He had been wounded by 
Israel’s harlotry and called Hosea to be a living analogy. Hosea’s 
experience with his unfaithful wife served as a vivid picture of the 
LORD’s broken heartedness over his unfaithful people. 
 
When God established His covenant with the Israelites in the desert of Mt. 
Sinai, it was very much like a marriage covenant. In fact, that is how He 
viewed it from the beginning. The Israelites were exclusively His people 
and He was exclusively their God. He provided for them, protected them, 
and remained faithful to every promise He had ever made to them, and He 



 

expected the same in return. Therefore, we shouldn’t be surprised to find 
the word ish, meaning husband, used to describe God’s relationship with 
Israel. The use of this word reflected Yahweh’s passionate love for His 
people and the intimate relationship He sought with them. But, by the time 
of the prophets, the marriage was in serious trouble.  
What was the LORD’s complaint against His beloved Israel in Hosea 4:1-
2? Where were they falling short? 
 
 
 
 
 
These were grievous sins for sure and Yahweh was not at all pleased with 
His people, but there was more to it. Read Jeremiah 3:20 and note what the 
real issue was. 
 
 
 
 
 
In the analogy of marriage, Israel’s unfaithfulness was nothing short of 
adultery. How that unfaithfulness played out was, well, it’s hard to find a 
word to describe how truly heinous it was. Read it for yourself in 2 Kings 
17:16-19, 2 Kings 21:1-9 and 2 Kings 23:4-13.  
 
Did you notice, especially in that last passage, what was going on in the 
temple? In the house of El Elyon, the Most High God, other gods were 
being “worshiped” in vile and detestable ways. Remind yourself of the first 
commandment according to Exodus 20:3. Write it here: 
 
 
 
 
 
When you put this command into the context of marriage, it is exactly what 
we expect. You will have no other wife but me. And don’t we promise I will 
have no other husband but you? By entering into a marriage covenant with 
God, Israel promised to have no other gods in addition to or in opposition 
to Yahweh. The LORD God would not share worship with other gods, and 
as their Ish, He would not share their love either.  
 



In much of the book of Hosea the LORD recounts the unfaithfulness of 
His people and He sounds very much like a betrayed husband deeply 
wounded by His wife’s infidelity. He laments how Israel lied to Him. He 
remembers her false promises and how she turned her back on Him. He 
recalls bitterly how He had been nothing but good for her and yet altars 
built for sin offerings to Him have become altars for sinning against Him in His 
own home!  
 
Honest words spoken from a broken heart. Anyone who has experienced 
the pain of marital infidelity has special insight into the heart of our God. 
He knows exactly how it feels. He has felt it too. In the midst of His angry 
words against them, what does He let slip and what does it suggest about 
how He truly feels? See Hosea 7:13.  
Israel’s Ish would act upon that longing. In our parallel story, what does 
God ask of Hosea in 3:1-2? What do these verses tell us about God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gomer had sold herself into slavery and Hosea had to buy her back. 
Because of the betrayal and rejection, Hosea’s pride must have chafed at 
this command. And yet, in this story Hosea is a type or picture of God 
revealing the great lengths to which He would go for His people. Read 
Hosea 2:14-16 and 19-20. Like a spurned lover desiring to win back His 
beloved, what does the Ish of Israel plan to do?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
What a beautiful picture of forgiveness and restoration! Though He paid 
for her and she should call Him Master, He wanted her to call Him 
Husband with all the intimacy that implies. Despite her betrayal and His 
broken heartedness, Israel’s Ish said He would pursue her and speak 
tenderly to her. That is the heart of God… 

 



 

“But then I will win her back once again. I will lead her into the desert and speak tenderly to her 

there.” – Hosea 2:14, New Living Translation 
 
 
 

ef 

DAY TWO:  THE CRY OF HIS HEART 

Perhaps you’ve never thought of God in this way, but He is the ideal 
husband.  
He provides for and protects His people and, as we saw in yesterday’s 
lesson, He refuses to divorce us no matter how unfaithful we may be. How 
has exploring God’s relationship with His beloved Israel as a marriage, 
especially as a marriage in crisis, impacted your view of His character?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
For the ancient Jew, marriage was promoted and celebrated. With a few 
exceptions, to be unmarried beyond age 20 was to be considered cursed by 
God. The widely accepted view that marriage was more about 
companionship and intimacy than simply procreation was based on 
Genesis 2:18. What does that verse tell us? 
 
 
 
 
 
How does this idea fit with the spiritual analogy of marriage? Where 
would you put God in this equation? 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s fascinating to think the reason for our existence may be, in part, that 
we have the capacity for a relationship with God that is unlike any other 
facet of His creation. Our awesome, holy, omnipotent God desired 



fellowship and a relationship with His creation. What a compelling 
thought! What feelings are stirred up by this idea? 
 
 
 
 
 
Idolatry sent the Israelites’ marriage into crisis. They forgot a very 
important facet of God’s nature. Read Exodus 20:4-5 and note what that 
characteristic is. 
 
 
 
 
 
Though this revelation may make us a little uncomfortable, Israel’s Ish 
had no problem owning this character trait. He makes no excuses for it. In 
fact, what else about this does He reveal in Exodus 34:14? 
 
 
 
 
 
He declares unapologetically that El Kanna is His name. The word jealous 
here does not mean the green-eyed monster we tend to associate with it. 
The English poet Joseph Addison gives perhaps the best explanation: 
 

“Jealousy is that pain which a man feels from the apprehension that  

he is not equally beloved by the person whom he loves entirely.”1 

Consider that quote again but not just in terms of Israel and her Ish, but 
what it means to your relationship with God as well. What does this 
definition of jealousy bring to your view of your relationship? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The jealously that was aroused within Yahweh as Israel’s Ish, is alive and 
well in the 21st century because God’s people today still have a tendency to 
practice idolatry. We may not bow down to golden calves or wooden 
sculptures made with hands, but our God is jealous for the attention, 
devotion, and love we often give to people and things instead of to Him. 
Even dreams and aspirations can consume us by consuming our time, our 
talents, or our money.  

“Whatever it is – even good things, even blessings –  

can seduce us so that we end up spending ourselves  

on them rather than on God.”2 – Ann Spangler 

Our God is so lovingly devoted to us that He is not interested in 
competing with other loves. He wants all of us. As an ideal husband, the 
love He offers us is faithful, tender, and unconditional. And while we 
could never begin to love Him as He has loved us, the fact is most of us 
don’t even think of Him in these terms. There is often a disconnect 
between our head knowledge and our hearts. Though it’s familiar to us, it 
bears revisiting: what does Jesus say is the greatest commandment in 
Matthew 22:37? 
 
 
 
 
Think for a minute about that. The great I AM of the universe says: First 
and foremost, LOVE ME! If you can do nothing else…love Me. All else is 
secondary. Love Me…. God can order things in this way because He knows 
that when we do truly love Him, we will put Him first and our lives will 
demonstrate that He has His rightful place in our hearts. 
 
In Luke 14:26, Jesus says: “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father 
and mother, his wife and children, his brothers and sister – yes, even his own life 
– he cannot be My disciple.” What we need to understand about this 
passage is that hate, here, means not malice but simply to love less than. 
Perhaps even a better way to communicate it is this: Love Me more. Love 
Me most. Can you hear Him whispering in your ear? Love Me most.  
 
Is there something in your life that you have loved more than the LORD 
your God? Confess it and ask Him to stir up within your heart a fresh and 
devoted love for Him. Meditate on this today: 



“I'm absolutely convinced that nothing – nothing living or dead,  

angelic or demonic, today or tomorrow, high or low, thinkable or  

unthinkable – absolutely nothing can get between us and God's love….”  

– Romans 8:38-39, The Message 
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DAY THREE:  THE MARRIAGE OF THE LAMB 

The marriage metaphor is truly one of God’s favorites. He uses it 
repeatedly to illustrate many spiritual principles, especially as they pertain 
to our relationship with Him, both individually and collectively. Because 
we are not ancient Jews living in the Middle East, the impact of some of 
these metaphors may be lost on us. But this is nothing a little cultural 
context can’t fix. 
 
The Jewish marriage ritual in the ancient world had three parts: the 
betrothal, the bridal week, and the celebration feast. The betrothal process 
began when the bridegroom presented a proposal to the bride’s father 
indicating what price he would pay to acquire the bride. Either she was 
very valuable and commanded a high price or…negotiations would be 
necessary. If the brideprice was agreed upon, tradition holds that the 
prospective bride was then free to accept the proposal.   
 
If she accepted the proposal, a small ceremony was held at the bride’s 
home with a cup of wine shared between the couple. The brideprice was 
paid and though the marriage was not consummated at this time, it was 
legal. The groom gave the bride gifts to help her remember him because 
he would return to his father’s house to make things ready. It could be a 
year or more before he returned as he might need to add to his father’s 
home or build a new house entirely. The bride didn’t know when her 
groom would return, but she needed to be ready to go with only a 
moment’s notice.  
 
Read John 14:1-3 and drink in the richness of the metaphor. Who is Jesus 
declaring Himself to be? Who are we in the story? 
 
 



 

How do Paul’s words of 2 Corinthians 11:2 add to this picture? 
 
 
 
 
 
When the time came and the groom was ready, the bridal week began. The 
groom and his friends arrived at the bride’s home and carried her off to the 
newly prepared home to consummate the marriage. From this time on, 
they would be together.  
 
From 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, note how Paul’s words fit the metaphor of 
the return of the bridegroom for his bride. 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus uses a parable to expound on the marriage allegory. What’s the 
bottom line of Matthew 25:1-10? 
 
 
 
 
 
On God’s kingdom calendar, we are somewhere in between the betrothal 
and the bridal week. We need to emulate the five virgins in the parable 
who anxiously awaited the Bridegroom’s return. We need to not be so 
tangled up in the affairs of this world that we’re caught off-guard when 
the trumpet sounds. Granted, this is tough because our groom has been 
gone a really long time, hasn’t He? What are some practical ways we can 
make ourselves ready while we wait? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After the ancient Jewish bridegroom fetched his gal from her home, they 
returned to his house and spent a blissfully week alone. They sequestered 



themselves and they knew each other in the biblical sense, to coin a phrase. 
When the week was over, they returned together to the bride’s home 
where all the guests waited for a big celebration feast. When the dust 
cleared and the party wound down, the bride and groom returned to his 
home to live happily ever after.  
 
Similarly, we, as the bride of Christ, await His return. We’ll be whisked 
away like the five wise virgins and sequestered with Him while we await 
the biggest wedding reception of all time. What a day that will be! Read 
about it in Revelation 19:6-9. How has the bride made herself ready? (If 
you need more info on the identity of the “Lamb,” see John 1:29) 
 
 
 
 
 
As a result of all this elaborate allegory, we have a picture of a profound 
spiritual reality. Just as Yahweh fancied Himself Israel’s Husband, her Ish, in 
the Old Testament, so Jesus identifies Himself as a bridegroom and the 
church His bride in the New Testament. But what about the other pieces of 
the puzzle? Read the following verses and, remembering the wedding 
imagery, use one of the following words to fill in the blanks: brideprice, 
betrothal ceremony, gifts for the bride, father of the bride, father of the 
groom. 

 
 Matthew 26:26-29  _____________________ 

 John 8:41-44  _____________________ 

 I John 4:13  _____________________ 

 Acts 20:28  _____________________ 

 John 14:28  _____________________ 

 
By far one of the most poignant points in all this typology is an easy one 
to miss. It surrounds the ancient principle of the brideprice. Remember 
who determined this critical part of the arrangement? The bridegroom. 
He decided what price he was willing to pay to win his girl. We may 



 

disagree with the bridegroom’s valuation of the worth of the bride. We 
may feel in our hearts and minds that even on our best day we clearly are 
not worth the price He paid.  
 
But we don’t set the brideprice. We don’t determine our worth. The 
bridegroom determines what price He is willing to pay, and the fact 
remains that He thought we were worth it. He thought no price was too 
high, no cost too great, He spared no expense because He paid the 
brideprice with His own life. By His estimation, the only estimation that 
matters, we were worth the price or He never would have paid it. Grab 
your journal and reflect on what this means to you in your life as the 
bride of Christ. 
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DAY FOUR:  JOURNAL PSALM 147 

As we’ve learned in this week’s lesson, the Bible is full of wedding 
symbolism. From Genesis to Revelation, God calls His beloved to Himself. 
And, despite the fact that we are an unfaithful bride, our groom never gives 
up His pursuit. He continues to love us out of His covenant faithfulness. 
Read Psalm 147 slowly and thoughtfully. 
 
This psalm begins with a declaration of praise. Begin your time with the 
Lord by declaring your praise to Him. 
 
In verses 2 and 3 the psalmist notes the many ways in which God cares for 
His beloved. Our Bridegroom builds us up, gathers us to Himself, heals us 
and binds up our wounds. Spend a few minutes contemplating these actions 
of your Groom and then journal your response. 
 
The psalmist encourages us to sing our thanksgiving and reminds us of 
God’s provision. Recount the many ways God has provided for your 
needs physically and spiritually. Try to think of a praise song that reflects 
this heart of thanksgiving. Sing this song to your God. 
 
Read verse 11 and write it in your journal. Like a bride, we are awaiting 
the arrival of our groom and specifically we are awaiting His 
lovingkindness. Because of His faithfulness, our Bridegroom will one day 



arrive and His lovingkindness is guaranteed. Thank Him for His faithfulness, 
especially in the times when you have failed to be faithful in return. 
 
Pray your Bridegroom will find you ready when He comes.   
 
Again the psalmist breaks out in spontaneous praise beginning in verse 
12. As you think about the fact that Jesus was willing to pay the ultimate 
brideprice, allow your praise to spill out onto the pages of your journal.  

“I have loved you with an everlasting love; therefore I have 

drawn you with lovingkindness.” – Jeremiah 31:3 
 
 
 

ef 

SMALL GROUP:  DOING LIFE TOGETHER 

Don’t you love the way God takes an everyday concept and gives it fresh 
meaning? Hopefully you were able to see betrothal, marriage and faithfulness 
in a new light this week. Regardless of our marital status, we can rest in the 
fact that we are betrothed to our Creator who loves us with an everlasting 
love.  
 
This week we saw how God illustrated His covenant love for His people 
by using the story of Hosea and his unfaithful wife, Gomer. Spend a few 
minutes discussing the similarities between Hosea’s marriage and God’s 
relationship to His chosen people. 
 
Describe Israel’s infidelity as described in the verses we read in 2 Kings. 
 
Now read Hosea 2:14-20. What did God desire to do despite the fact that 
Israel had played the harlot with other gods? 
 
In Hosea 2:16, God says that Israel will no longer call Him “my Master” 
(Baali) but that they will call Him “my Husband” (Ishi). What are your 
thoughts regarding God’s declaration that He is your husband? 
 
In Exodus 34:14, God says He is a jealous God. Read and discuss Joseph 
Addison’s definition of jealousy on Day Two in your homework. What 
does God mean when He says He is a jealous God? 



 

When asked to identify the greatest commandment in Matthew 22:37, 
Jesus commands us to love Him with all our heart, soul and mind. How 
has your love for Jesus grown over the years? What things have lead to 
this growth in your love? 
 
In this chapter we learned about the ancient betrothal process and how 
Jesus and the New Testament writers used these familiar customs to 
illustrate our relationship to Christ. Read and discuss Paul’s words in 2 
Corinthians 11:2. 
 
In Matthew 25:1-10 we studied the parable of the ten virgins. Only half of 
the brides in this parable were prepared when their bridegroom came. In 
what ways can we maintain a state of readiness for Christ’s return?  
 
In ancient times the bridegroom determined the price he was willing to 
pay to have the bride’s hand in marriage. Likewise, Jesus determined the 
price He was willing to pay to redeem His bride, the church. What are 
your thoughts regarding Jesus’ willingness to pay such a high price to 
betroth Himself to you? 

“You were bought at a price…” 

– 1 Corinthians 7:23
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